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Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — Nineteenth Report —  

―Annual Report 2010–2011‖ 

Resumed from 22 September 2011. 

Motion 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I move —  

That the report be noted. 

This is a very hardworking committee. A government response to the committee’s 2010–11 annual report is not 

required, so I am pleased to indicate that I think we are in a good position to consider it in detail this afternoon. I 

am sure there will be numerous contributions from around the chamber on this important report. 

All committees report that they have been busy throughout the year, Mr Chair, but I am sure that you would 

most certainly agree with me—in fact may even be proud to say—when I say that this committee achieved some 

significant outcomes during the 2010-11 financial year. Five reports were tabled in Parliament, providing a 

wealth of information pertaining to a wide range of matters. 

I will firstly turn to the reports concerning an expanded role for the Corruption and Crime Commission. 

Throughout most of 2010, the committee was engaged in an inquiry into how the Corruption and Crime 

Commission could best work with the Western Australian police force to combat organised crime. In that 

particular report the committee recommended that the CCC’s jurisdiction should not be expanded to allow it to 

directly investigate organised crime, as any such expansion of its jurisdiction would compromise the authentic 

independence of the CCC with respect to WA Police, and therefore the CCC’s important police oversight role. 

Among other findings and recommendations, this conclusion was restated by the committee in two further 

reports tabled in the first half of 2011, being the committee’s analysis of recommended reforms to the Corruption 

and Crime Commission Act 2003, and the committee’s report on the corruption risks of controlled operations 

and informants.  

I turn now to the recommendations for reform made by Gail Archer, SC. The first of the subsequent two reports I 

referred to a moment ago represented the culmination of a sustained effort by the committee to analyse each of 

the 58 recommendations for reform to the CCC act contained in a report prepared by Ms Gail Archer, SC, and 

tabled in Parliament in March 2008, following a statutory review of the act. The committee is hopeful that its 

analysis of the recommendations made by Ms Archer, SC, will prove to be a useful aid to Parliament as the 

government progresses with its planned amendments to the act.  

I turn now to the convention of cooperation between the CCC, the parliamentary inspector and the committee. 

On 18 November 2010, the committee tabled its twelfth report, entitled ―Report of the Parliamentary Inspector 

Concerning Procedures Adopted by the Corruption and Crime Commission Relating to Surveillance Devices‖. In 

accordance with the convention established following the tabling of this committee’s second report to 

Parliament, after receiving a report from the parliamentary inspector, Hon Chris Steytler, QC, on 

15 September 2010, the committee convened a closed hearing with the parliamentary inspector on 

11 October 2010, during which the report was discussed. At the conclusion of that hearing, members may recall 

that the committee resolved to table the report in Parliament along with the CCC’s response to the report as it 

had been provided by the parliamentary inspector and the transcript of the committee’s hearing with the 

parliamentary inspector. A hallmark of this committee’s operation has been a move towards a cooperative 

atmosphere between the parliamentary inspector, the CCC and committee members. This involves a process of 

collaboration wherever possible to iron out areas of dispute or concern before releasing and tabling reports so 

that the public credibility of all parties is enhanced.  

I move now to the distressing matter of the death of a witness. Unfortunately, the work of the committee was 

marred by tragedy in September 2010 when it came to light that a witness had committed suicide two days 

before his scheduled appearance before a public hearing of the CCC. As the man had been under covert 

surveillance by the CCC, the committee responded by calling the then commissioner, Hon Len Roberts-Smith, 

RFD, QC, and the parliamentary inspector before a hearing of the committee and issuing a formal reference to 

the parliamentary inspector pursuant to section 195(2)(d) of the CCC act, seeking an urgent investigation into 

what the CCC knew about the circumstances of this matter prior to the man’s suicide. The parliamentary 

inspector undertook a thorough investigation with the complete cooperation of the CCC, and the committee 

convened a number of hearings with the parliamentary inspector during the summer recess before providing a 

report on the matter to Parliament on 24 February 2011.  

The committee continues to work on its three current inquiries, which are as follows: first, the use of public 

examinations by the CCC; second, the way the CCC processes allegations and notifications of police 

misconduct; and third, whether the CCC ought to have a role in investigating unexplained wealth and recovering 
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proceeds of crime. In support of the first of these three inquiries, the committee convened an initial series of 

three public hearings in May and June 2011 with further public hearings taking place in later 2011 and, as 

members are aware, further ones earlier this year, which have now concluded the gathering of evidence process.  

The committee’s annual report lists in detail the various activities that we undertook during the 12-month period 

in question, but in summary they are 41 total meetings; 15 formal evidence hearings, with 33 witnesses 

appearing; nine briefings, provided by 32 persons; and five reports tabled. As chairman of the committee I would 

like to take this opportunity to thank all the witnesses who appeared before the committee over the past 12 

months as well as my fellow committee members, including you, Mr Chair, and the staff of the committee, 

whose support and professionalism is very much appreciated. I commend this report to the house. 

Question put and passed. 

 


